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 LC Filter Demand Rising Demand for LC filters used in VTR is rising mainly because of the

demand for installation in digital television sets. Major coil
manufacturers (an LC filter is made from coils and capacitors) are
boosting production to meet the growing demand. LC filter demand
had been faltering as the output of VTRs was slowing but the
appearance of digital TVs is boosting demand again. 
 
Demand for car electronics items, including audio-visual equipment
and car navigation systems, in 2003 is expected to show strong growth
overseas. The global demand for car navigation systems is expected to
jump from an estimated 5 million units in 2003 to 11 million units in
2007. 
 
Output of the optical industry in fiscal 2002 (the year ending March
2003) is expected to be up 4% to ¥6.2 trillion, according to the
industry�s trade body, after a 15.1% increase in fiscal 2001. The trend
is expected to continue in fiscal 2003, with output rising by 8.8% to
¥6.8 trillion. Major gainers will be producers of transmission
equipment (up an estimated 15.4%) and display devices (up 33.0%).
 
Samsung Electronics on the 25th of March said that it will invest ¥129
billion to boost its LCD panel production capacity. While South
Korean manufacturers are investing heavily to boost capacity,
Japanese manufacturers are cutting back. The LCD panel market in
2005 is estimated at ¥5 trillion, up from some three trillion yen in
2002. However, competition in this market is brutal and prices
continue to fall. 
 
Japan�s consumer electronic manufacturers are boosting production
of PDP and LCD televisions overseas to better supply foreign
markets, reduce inventory and slash production cost. Demand for
PDP televisions in fiscal 2005 is forecast at 2.7 million units, up from
an estimated half million units in fiscal 2002. 
 
 
Bandai V is expected to report a 19% increase to ¥2.4 billion in
non-consolidated operating income in the fiscal year ended February
2002 but Sales are likely to be largely flat.  
 
NTN is expected to report a 2.5-fold increase in consolidated
operating income to ¥20 billion on a sales gain of 6% to ¥342.5 in the
fiscal year ending March 2003. Higher sales and cost reduction is
boosting profit. Ordinary income is likely to be up 5.6-fold to ¥15
billion.   
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Digicube to Post Strong Profit 
Growth 

Digicube�s non-consolidated ordinary income in the current fiscal
year ending March 2003 is expected to increase 6 times from the
previous fiscal year to ¥700 million. However, sales are likely to be
down 23% to ¥22.8 billion. Net income is projected at only ¥110
million due to charges for extraordinary losses. The income growth is
coming mainly through cost cutting and operational streamlining.  
 
 
According to a recent survey by a leading research firm, about 70%
of the Japanese are not fully aware of e-govt plans. The research
institute called for making e-govt systems better known through a
variety of channels and focus on issues of concern (such as privacy
and data security) to the public at large. 
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Basic Electronics Industry Statistics 

Base year 1995 = 100; 100 million y n, YoY: Year-on-e
t t

 Prod. Ship. Inv. Capacity 

utilization. 

H. Elec

machine  

Cons. 

appliances 

Electronics 

Sector 

Cons. 

electronics 

Industrial 

electronics 

El. 

devices 

Dec. 101.6 105.6 95.8 66.3 2,0

Jan. 100.0 106.3 92.3 65.0 1,9

Feb. 101.4 106.9 90.8 77.0 2,1

Mar. 104.8 110.3 85.6 91.7 3,0

Apr. 108.7 114.4 84.2 77.2 1,8

May  117.2 123.2 87.9 80.9 1,8

June 115.4 121.2 85.8 86.2 1,8

July 113.7 118.0 90.8 86.3 2,0

Aug 117.1 123.5 89.9 72.6 1,8

Sept. 116.2 120.9 93.9 84.9 2,4

Oct. 117.3 125.6 93.5 80.6 1,9

Nov. 112.7 120.0 89.5 76.5 1,9

Dec. 112.9 119.3 90.2 74.1 2,0

Jan. 118.4 128.4 89.3 68.5 

YoY 18.4 20.8 -2.9 5.4 3

 

Source: Minis ry of Economy, Trade and Indus ry,
associations 
. 

ry
y ar percentage change e
r t  t r

10 1,601 15,310 1,411 7,488 6,411 

20 1,358 13,562 1,093 6,342 6,127 

23 1,736 14,969 1,365 7,184 6,421 

09 1,887 19,197 1,582 10,386 7,228 

49 1,797 14,411 1,470 5,760 7,182 

18 1,872 15,451 1,649 6,324 7,478 

75 2,078 16,176 1,691 6,881 7,604 

15 2,060 16,056 1,775 6,285 7,997 

41 1,297 14,736 1,482 5,937 7,318 

65 1,555 17,659 1,762 8,117 7,780 

42 1,577 16,161 2,030 6,169 7,962 

95 1,546 15,127 2,086 5,588 7,452 

66 1,460 NA NA NA NA 

      

.0 -8.8 1.7 22.6 -18.5 17.9 
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