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 IC Production Up 25% in January According to figures released by the Ministry of Economy, Trade and

Industry, production of semiconductors in January was up 6.6%
from the previous month and 25.9% compared with January 2002 to
¥241.5 billion. Shipments were up 24.1% and exports rose 13%.  
 
The global demand for digital still cameras in fiscal 2003 is expected
to increase to 32 million from the estimated 25.5 million units in fiscal
2002. Of the total, Japan will account for 7.5 million units, the US 10
million units and Europe 8.5 million. China and other regions will
represent 6 million units. Sanyo Electric, the largest supplier, plans to
boost production in fiscal 2003 to 10 million units, from an estimated
6.5 million in fiscal 2002. 
 
The demand for telecommunications equipment is likely to bottom
out in the current fiscal year and resume gradual growth reaching
¥4.33 trillion in fiscal 2007, according to a medium-term forecast
released by CIAJ, the sector�s trade body. The association cited four
structural changes for the expected growth: a spread of broadband
networks, a shift toward mobile communications, a spread of IP, and
an increase in network access. 
 
 
Nikon is likely to see its consolidated ordinary income in the current
fiscal year rise to ¥9 billion on sales of ¥530 billion, up some 10%
from the estimates for the year ended March 2003. Sales will be led
by rising demand for steppers as semiconductor manufacturers
resume capital investment. In addition to higher sales, the company
will benefit from restructuring that has largely been completed. 
 
Just Planning, a firm specializing in software for the restaurant
sector, reported a 71% increase in non-consolidated ordinary income
to ¥236 million on a sales gain of 22% to ¥949 million for the fiscal
year ended January 2003. Sales growth was led by its lucrative ASP
business where revenue was up 83% to ¥420 million. Net income
doubled to ¥124 million. The company expects ordinary income in the
current term to increase 27%, with sales rising 1%. 
 
 
Corporate bankruptcies in February increased 13.1% compared with
the same month a year ago to 1,454. Unpaid debt left behind by
failing firms totaled ¥1.5 trillion. Bankruptcies resulting from the
current recession accounted for 77.3% of the total, the highest figure
for any month so far. Eleven golf club operators went out of business
in February. 
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Employment Prospects for New 
Graduates to Improve in 2004 

According to a recent survey by a leading economic daily,
businesses are planning to employ 5% more college graduates next
spring. They will also be making 8.0% more job offers to science
graduates. On the other hand businesses will be cutting back
employment offers for high school, vocational school and 2-year
college graduates. 
 
Part-time workers as a percentage of the total work force in the
retailing sector increased to 45.6%, an increase of three percentage
points from the last government survey done in 1999. The
structural change in employment in this sector is being driven by
the need to cut cost. A total of 8.43 million workers were employed
in the retail sector. Of these only 28.4% were regular employees (a
decline from 32.3% in the previous survey). The number of stores
declined by 7.6% during the same period, but there was a 34.4%
increase in drug stores and a 49.6% increase in home centers,
suggesting that the retail sector is also undergoing a structural
change. 
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Basic Electronics Industry Statistics 

Base year 1995 = 100; 100 million y n, YoY: Year-on-e
t t

 Prod. Ship. Inv. Capacity 

utilization. 

H. Elec

machine  

Cons. 

appliances 

Electronics 

Sector 

Cons. 

electronics 

Industrial 

electronics 

El. 

devices 

Nov 98.5 104.0 98.4 69.7 2,0

Dec. 101.6 105.6 95.8 66.3 2,0

Jan. 100.0 106.3 92.3 65.0 1,9

Feb. 101.4 106.9 90.8 77.0 2,1

Mar. 104.8 110.3 85.6 91.7 3,0

Apr. 108.7 114.4 84.2 77.2 1,8

May  117.2 123.2 87.9 80.9 1,8

June 115.4 121.2 85.8 86.2 1,8

July 113.7 118.0 90.8 86.3 2,0

Aug 117.1 123.5 89.9 72.6 1,8

Sept. 116.2 120.9 93.9 84.9 2,4

Oct. 117.3 125.6 93.5 80.6 1,9

Nov. 112.7 120.0 89.5 76.5 1,9

Dec. 112.9 119.3 90.2 74.1 2,0

YoY 12.1 15.4 -8.0 10.1 3

 

Source: Minis ry of Economy, Trade and Indus ry,
associations 
. 

ry
y ar percentage change e
r t  t r

26 1,624 15,443 1,695 7,233 6,515 

10 1,601 15,310 1,411 7,488 6,411 

20 1,358 13,562 1,093 6,342 6,127 

23 1,736 14,969 1,365 7,184 6,421 

09 1,887 19,197 1,582 10,386 7,228 

49 1,797 14,411 1,470 5,760 7,182 

18 1,872 15,451 1,649 6,324 7,478 

75 2,078 16,176 1,691 6,881 7,604 

15 2,060 16,056 1,775 6,285 7,997 

41 1,297 14,736 1,482 5,937 7,318 

65 1,555 17,659 1,762 8,117 7,780 

42 1,577 16,161 2,030 6,169 7,962 

95 1,546 15,127 2,086 5,588 7,452 

66 1,460 NA NA NA NA 

.0 -8.8 1.7 22.6 -18.5 17.9 
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