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Personal Computers Account for 
10% of the PC Market 

Used personal computer demand in Japan has grown steadily and
now equals about 10% of new personal computer sales. This will push
up used personal computer sales to over one million units this year.
Attractive price is the most important factor driving demand. Major
computer manufacturers are entering the business. IBM Japan has
even launched a used PC brand, IBM Refresh PC. 
 
Three major digital consumer electronic products � PDP televisions,
LCD televisions, DSCs and DVD pdecks � are reviving the electronics
sector. The demand for PDP televisions is expected to rise from
830,000 units in 2003 to some 2.7 million units in 2005 and that for
LCD televisions from 4 million units in 2003 to an estimated 12
million units in 2005. The demand for DVD decks is likely to jump
from 4.4 million units to 22.6 million units during the same period.
Similarly, demand for DSCs is also on the upswing and is expected to
jump from 25.5 million units in 2003 to an estimated 36 million units
in 2003.  
 
Telecommunications equipment production in April registered its
fifth month of consecutive growth. Production of terminal equipment
rose 42.1% from the same month a year earlier, driven by strong
demand for mobile phones. On the other hand, production of
network devices continues to be sluggish, with no signs of recovery.
Output of wireless equipment slowed in April after steady growth
since October 2002. 
 
Japan�s semiconductor manufacturing facilities will be operating at
full capacity through the upcoming summer vacation period in
August as they increase production to meet growing demand.  
 
In a recent survey of Japanese connector manufacturers 40% of the
companies polled expect sales in fiscal 2003 to increase by
double-digit figures. None of the companies polled expected global
demand to decline in comparison to 2002.  
 
Showa Denko has developed a thin, lightweight solar cell panel that
can be bent. The company hopes that the new solar cell panel will
find a variety of applications. For instance, it can be sewn into your
shirt or coat. However, the energy conversion ratio at 4% is still only
about one-fifth of conventional solar cells. However, an A4 size panel
can produce sufficient power to recharge mobile electronic devices.
Commercial shipments are scheduled to start early next year. 
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Earnings Roundup 

 
 

Ordinary Income Up Sharply at 
Hoya 

Consolidated ordinary income for the April-June quarter increased
36% at Hoya. The company cited sharply higher sales of digital
camera lenses and semiconductor materials; areas in which it has
strong market positions, for record-high sales and profit. Operating
income increased 15% to ¥14,900 million as consolidated net sales
rose 4% year-on-year to ¥63,900. Operating margin was 32.8%, a
record for any quarter. Net income was ¥9,700 million, up 43%. 
 
Nippon Densan�s consolidated net income in the April-June quarter
increased nine times from the same period a year ago to ¥3,400
million on a sales gain of 2% to ¥75,100 million. Sales were driven by
strong demand for its mainstay HDD motors and medium-size
motors for automotive use. Sales of precision equipment, shutters for
digital cameras, were also favorable. Operating income rose 24% to a
record ¥6,500 million. Ordinary income increased four times to
¥6,200 million. 
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Basic Electronics Industry Statistics 

 

 Prod. Ship. Inv. Capacity 

utilization. 
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Cons. 

electronics 

Industrial 

electronics 
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devices 

Jan. 90.9 95.2 83.9 72.0 1,953 1,255 14,010 1,302 5,837 6,871 

Feb. 88.8 92.8 81.6 85.2 2,091 1,439 15,026 1,420 6,573 7,033 

Mar. 88.6 88.7 84.4 107.7 3,155 1,691 19,029 1,748 9,561 7,720 

Apr. 86.6 92.6 82.7 96.2 1,788 1,677 14,103 1,783 5,261 7,059 

May 92.0 96.2 81.1 97.0 1,857 1,707     

YoY 4.2 7.4 -7.3 -4.4 2.6 -8.9 3.8 21.4 -8.7 1.3 

Base year 2000 = 100 (seasonally adjusted); 100 million yen, Y Y: Y ar-on-year percen age chang  o e t e
t tr t s t rSource: Minis ry of Economy, Trade and Industry, Japan Elec onics Indus ry As ocia ion and other t ade 

associations 
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